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DESIGNING A
SUCCESSFUL

PORTRAIT

_Ijés ON PREPARING FOR YQUR PORTRAITS

Turtle necks or V-necks are flattering provided that neither is exaggerated in style. Avoid very wide or
particularly deep V-neck garments or bulky cowlneck sweaters that completely hide the neck.

For close-up portraits, long sleeves are essential for teens and adults, as bare arms call attention to
themselves and will overpower the face.

Women being photographed in full length should wear long skirts, pants, or dark stockings in order to keep
the eye from being directed toward the legs and away from the face.

If feet are to show in the portrait, assure that shoes and stockings are in keeping with the visual intent of
the portrait.

Men should be clean shaven or facial hair should be carefully groomed, with their hair cut about one week
before the portrait session. Women should be photographed whenever they are happiest with their hair in
relation to the time it is styled.

MEMORABLE PORTRAITS TAKE CAREFUL PLANNING, AND THE CLOTHING YOU CHOOSE 5
VERY IMPORTANT TO VOUR PORTAIT'S SUCCESS. THESE GUIDELINES WILL HELP YOU TO
MAKE IMPORTANT DECISIONS ABOUT THE CLOTHING AND STYLE OF YOUR ARTWORK.

%OTHING FOR INDIVIDUALS

The goal of any fine portrait is to direct the viewer's eye to the face(s)
in the portrait. All other elements should be secondary. For individuals,
simple long-sleeved garments in medium to dark tones of brown, gray,
burgandy, green or blue are pleasing choices when photographed
against a medium or dark background.

Because darker clothing is slimming, it often is a good choice for
close-up, full-length or three-quarter-length portraits in which a
medium to dark background is used.
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Bold stripes, plaids, checks, Bright colors, such as pink Light colors that approximate
and prints are visually confusing and orange, will overwhelm [lesh tones will overpower
and do not photograph well. the face and ruin a portrail. the face and make the subject

look unusually pale.

(/”EATING STYLE AND PERSONALITY

Qur goal is to create portraiture as individual as the subjects we photograph. Qur tools include various
styles, techniques, and settings that make each portrait a unique artwork.

Images with story-telling content or that portray
special interest of the subject(s) make decorative
personal statements.

Casual clothing compliments portraits made in outdoor
environments.
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